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Self-Drive Trip: Bulgaria - Rhodope, Plovdiv & Sofia

5 nuépeg / 4 vuyTeqg

Bulgaria is perhaps the most convenient destination for a road trip from Northern Greece: good highways,
short distances, and low costs. In just a single day's drive, you can go from the Rhodope Mountains to
mountain villages, to the oldest inhabited city in Europe, and to a capital with Roman ruins right beneath its
sidewalks.

Driving Route

From Thessaloniki, the crossing point is Promachonas (towards Sofia) or Exochi from Drama (towards
Rhodope and Plovdiv). The A1 (Trakia) highway connects Sofia-Plovdiv-Burgas. An electronic vignette is
required for Bulgarian highways, which can be purchased online or at the border. The mountain roads of
Rhodope are scenic but slow — allow extra time.

History

Plovdiv has been continuously inhabited for over 6,000 years and is considered one of Europe's oldest cities;
it was once the Thracian Eumolpias, Macedonian Philippopolis, and Roman Trimontium. Sofia was built on
top of Roman Serdica, the ruins of which are visible in the city center. The Rila Monastery (10th century) is a

AR E ."H i
c-- 714 N ¥ SGmeece
‘J il "—ﬂu" ﬂf ® a ,"per: Lty
Lia's Travel - MaupoUAta 6, Kidto 20200 Kopwbia - TnA. 27420-20555
lias.travel@gmail.com - www.liastravel.com 1/3
O Liastravel - @ lias_travel - d liastravel - @ Lia's Travel



https://www.facebook.com/Liastravel
https://www.instagram.com/lias_travel
https://www.tiktok.com/@liastravel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCe8jMwKEOaOYTstAeQOsAlA
https://www.facebook.com/Liastravel
https://www.instagram.com/lias_travel
https://www.tiktok.com/@liastravel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCe8jMwKEOaOYTstAeQOsAlA

UNESCO monument and the country's most important spiritual center.

Attractions

The Old Town of Plovdiv with its National Revival mansions and the Roman theatre, which is still in use; the
Alexander Nevsky Cathedral in Sofia; the Rila Monastery with its frescoes; the mountain villages of
Rhodope, the Devil's Bridge, and the caves near Asenovgrad; and Bansko for those traveling in winter.

Food

Bulgarian cuisine is close to Greek but with its own identity: shopska salad, banitsa (cheese pie), kavarma,
yogurt, and grilled meats. The wines of Thrace and the Rose Valley have improved impressively. Restaurant
prices are low, even in tourist spots.

Nightlife

Plovdiv has Kapana, a creative district full of bars, galleries, and small shops — one of the most vibrant
spots in the Balkans. In Sofia, nightlife spreads around Vitosha and the city center. In the Rhodope
Mountains, evenings are quiet, with taverns and fireplaces.

Useful Information

Currency: Lev (BGN). Time: same as Greece. Borders: Promachonas (Serres) or Exochi (Drama) — both
within the Schengen Area from 2025, with fast crossing. A vignette is required for the highways. Best time
to visit: May-October for sightseeing, December-March for ski resorts.

TLpokatdloyog
Avayxwpnon TeAkn TN Naudi Mové6kAvo
Katorv cuvevwwonaong 200 €/ atopo — —

Frevikég MAnpodopieg

Mpoypappa & EmiokéPelg H oepd Twv emiokePewy pmopel va tpotmomotnBel xwpic kapla mapdAiewpn. OL
5paoTnPLOTNTEG Kal OL ETILOKEPLHOL XWpoL evdexeTat va ald§ouv AOyw KalpLlkwv cuvlnkwv f avwtepag piag.

TLéG & Atapovi H TtatSikh TLn Loy Vel yia TatdLd €wg 12 €Twv TTou SLapEVoUV o€ SWHATLO PE U0 EVIAALKEG.

Ta§dwwtika ‘Eyypada MNa tagidia evtdg Eupwrng amatteltal tavutotnta Pe AATWLIKOUG XapakTrpeg, ekdobeloa tnv
teAevtala 15¢etia kat o KaAf kataotaon. Na ta§idia ektd¢ Eupwting amatteital Stapatfplo pe Loyl ToulayLlotov £EL
HNVwv amo tTnv nuepopnvia eddou.
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Kpdatnon & dtaBeoipotnta O nuepopnvieg, oL TLHEG KAl Ta evodoyela Tou TIpoypdppatog LoyVouv pe emitdUAagn
StaBeopdtnrag kat emPePatwvovtal and to ypadeio pag mptv amd kabe kpdtnon. MNa kpdtnaon, TPOToug TTANPWHAG Kat
opLoTikoTolnon emkovwvnote padi pag oto 27420 20555 1 oto lias.travel@gmail.com.

Euxopaocte va {Roste pra Movasdikn Taglstwtiki Epmepial
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